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THE BELIEVER GROWS IN CHRISTIAN CHARACTER… 

Christians love the lost like Christ. 
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OPENING HYMN  620 – To You, Our God, We Fly 

 
 

 

 

 



[3] 

INVOCATION 
 

Minister In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   
 

 
M Beloved in the Lord:  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 

Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on me a sinner. 

 

 

LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 
 

 
 

ABSOLUTION 
 

M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit.  

 

 

 Congregation               A            -         men. 
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M   In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord: 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
 

M The Lord be with you. 

 
 

 

M Let us pray.  
 

Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after us 

that, loving you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful 

work; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
  

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON  Exodus 32:7-14 
The account of the Golden Calf illustrates humankind’s total depravity. At the same time, 

we see Moses pleading for Israel.  We, like Moses, plead for the lost rather than cheer 

their demise. 

 
EXODUS 32:7

 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom 

you brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. 
8 
They have been quick to turn away 

from what I commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a 

calf. They have bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are your gods, 

O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.’ 
 

    
9
 “I have seen these people,” the LORD said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked 

people. 
10 

Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may 

destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation.” 
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 11

 But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God. “O LORD,” he said, “why 

should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great 
power and a mighty hand? 

12 
Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that 

he brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the 

earth’? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people.       
13 

Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your own 
self: ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give 

your descendants all this land I promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.’ ” 
14

 Then the LORD relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened. 
 

 

    

PSALM      Psalm 23 

 766 – The Lord’s My Shepherd 
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SECOND LESSON  1 Timothy 1:12-17 
Today begins a series of readings from Paul’s letters to Pastor Timothy. Let us, like Paul, 

never forgot the grace shown to us that we might always be ready to love the lost with 
Christ’s seeking and forgiving love. 

 
1 TIMOTHY 1:12

 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he 

considered me faithful, appointing me to his service. 
13

 Even though I was once a 
blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in 

ignorance and unbelief. 
14 

The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along 

with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 
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15 
Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into 

the world to save sinners--of whom I am the worst. 
16

 But for that very reason I was 
shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited 

patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life.        
17

 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
 
Alleluia. Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through 

endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. Alleluia. 

 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

After the announcement of the Gospel the congregation responds: 

 
 

 

GOSPEL  Luke 15:1-10 
The parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin describe not only the heavenly joy at a 
sinner’s repentance, but the priority placed on such a recovery mission.    

 
LUKE 15:1

 Now the tax collectors and “sinners” were all gathering around to hear him.  
 

2
 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and 

eats with them.” 

 
    

3
 Then Jesus told them this parable: 

4
 “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep 

and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after 

the lost sheep until he finds it? 
5 
And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 

6
 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with 

me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 
7
 I tell you that in the same way there will be more 
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rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons 

who do not need to repent. 
 

   
 8
 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Does she not light a 

lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 
9 
And when she finds it, she 

calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost 
coin.’ 

10
 In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God 

over one sinner who repents. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds: 

 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                        304 - Jesus Sinners Does Receive 
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SERMON 

 Luke 15:1-10 

 

This One Welcomes Sinners 
1. In loving concern 

2. With tireless seeking 

3. Sharing in utter joy 

 

PRAISE AND PRAYER 
 

 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

 
 

 

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER 

 

GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 

 

MUSICAL OFFERTORY 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Let us pray to the Lord, who in Christ will hear our prayers and, in His time, turn our 

mourning into dancing.  

 
Brief silence 

 

Heavenly Father, heaven rejoices when a sinner repents. Guard us against self-
righteousness that sees no need to hear of Christ and His redemption, and preserve us in 

Your Word and grace, that as Your people we might always be about the proclamation of 

repentance and the forgiveness of sins for the sake of Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy, hear 

our prayer.  
 

Holy God, protect us from all disobedience, profanity, sexual immorality, deceit, false 

doctrine and all things that would make us unholy and defiled by sin. Sharpen our 
attention to Your Law, that we might not make excuses for lawlessness and indulge our 

sinful nature. Preserve us continually in repentance, and in Your love grant to us a pure 

heart, a good conscience and a sincere faith for the sake of Your Son, who came into this 
world to save sinners. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

Lord God, You promise to shepherd Your sheep for the sake of Jesus. According to Your 

Word, seek the lost, bring back the stray, bind up the injured and strengthen the weak. 
Have mercy [especially upon _____________ and] upon all who look to You for 

deliverance. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 
Almighty God, on this 9/11 day of remembrance in our land, remind us always of the 

realities of evil and death in this world, and further keep us in the certainty that Christ has 

overcome the world. Preserve peace in this and every nation, thwart the plans of all who 
desire violence and war, and give to rulers wisdom and integrity to protect the innocent 

and punish the evildoer. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

Delighting in heaven’s joy over one who repents, we give thanks for all the saints who 
have gone before us and now share in the rejoicing around Your throne. Preserve us in 

that faith and hope until the day when You gather us to Yourself in heaven, where we 

will look with joy upon the Lamb who was slain and whose blood set us free to be Your 
people; for He lives and reigns with You, Father and Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 

forever.  Amen. 

 

SERMON HYMN 388 - Redeemed, Restored, Forgiven 
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PRAYER AND BLESSING 
 

M Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so 

hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted 
by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 

 

M The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
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CLOSING HYMN  569 - O Christ, Our True and Only Light 

 
 

 

 

 

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors. 

 

 



[16] 

 

 


